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PICASSO WEARS POLYESTER
 
Itls getting hard to tell a boutique 
from a gallery these days, as art and 
fashion harmonically converge. 
Trunk Murakami bags at MOCA, 
or mdie artists in local stores. 
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_ • AsmaN ond art have long shared 
the same omll, with ITl81\Y design­
en; InSpired by arLwork ond ITl81\Y 
artlsl.S donning deslgnercrelltlons. 
Increaslngl,y, l.he two worlds are 
eolltdlnR at the cash regtster. 

It's happenlng at museums, 
where we con now plck up debt-induclng hond­
bags along wllh SQUv~nlr posters think MO­
CA's Murakami exhibItion, Which just opened 
with a bout.lque devot1'd to ~ llmlt.ed-edltlon 
runge of the nrthl's Louis Vultton accessoties. It 
happened at lta~v·s Venice BlennBle, where Cha­
nel has unveUcd plans tor "Mobile ,'rt'" a towing 
exhibition or artwork lrutplred by the house's 
qullt.ed hflndbng, slated to launCh in 2008. 

i\nd It's Ilappenln!! In t.he shopping dlllll1cl.S or 
L.A., !IS lilshlun rel.l1lJers slart using their extra 
space to stage art exhJblllom with the kinds of 
launch l'ort.lt's, prPss releflses and dl!taJled pro­
Rrnm naLes you'd nne! at any ~ery. From Wil­
shire to West Sunset and beyond, It's not unusual 
tor stores bIg lUld slTlllllto display. and onen sell, 
$2,000 paintings alongside $200 jeans. These exhl­
blllorul benefit not onlY retailers by Qttracting 
new customers and creatIng a sense or atmos­
phere but also artlslli, by eKposlng them to an 
'out orthe box lIudlence with spending in mind. 

"When artlsl.S dabble to rashton, It's onen seen 
as seUlng OUt, says artist Rebekah Potter, whose 
work IS showtng at CI1ke In Los Feliz. "But show­
lng In the 'comfort ?.one' or 1\ boutIque lel.S me 
reaCh younger people who appreciate crellUvI!3' 
yet may be too lnllmldat.ed to buy art In a gallery." 

From the upllCaJe to the oltbeat. new in-store 
[lllllenes pop up all over the cJ!;,v, Here's a IlUlde to 
some orthe best 

Swni's / Gallery Revisited 

By comblnlng two businesses Into one space. 
Childhood pals Suml Slegel and Leora Lutz have 
created all altar to all things artsy. In II'ont Is 
Suml's, a warm space ll.Ued with handmade ae­
cessones and homeware, while the back room 

PU aSES AND PAINTIN OS: Ar/works !lan(] above a rack qfrlolhes, bolhfor ,flue, ot boulique-galttml EM &- Co. In Lo,~ Anoeles 

houses Lul.z'S Chinatown transplant, OalIery Re­
visIted. 1l.S current exhIbltlon Is devoted to grnr­
nUst Pt:<nit., whose deUcate noral lmagery casl.S 
street arlin a new light. (Until Dec 1.) 

(32(H Sunset BlVd, Silver Lake; 13231 6IJO. 
0809) 

Neiman Marcus 

A Calder mobile gracing the valet entrance: a 
DUbulret. painUngbeslde the Prada concesslon ­
these are just a rew museum-worthy works tram 
Nelman Mareus' 2.500-plece art collection that 
are on pelTllllllent display In 1l.S Beverly Hills out­
post. 

(9700 WUshl.re Blvd" Beverly H1lls: 1310J 550­
59(0) 

EM&Co 

Since 2005, the s!3'le-sawy have nocked to EM 

1St CO ror an olfbeat medll!y or lnternatlonal IaJJels 
palred with equally In~'Plred local artwork_ The 
boutique now Is reatming Jerrcah1ll's vtsceral. ex­
pressiOnistic paintIngs and customlzed ConvelSe 
sneakers. (Until J)(>c. 12.) 

('7940 W. 3rd St., Los Angeles, [3231 782-6155) 

South Coast PIa. 

Faahion and art mlngle In a dIlI'erent way at 
SOuth coast Plaza, where a sateLUte art gallery 
sits nestled among the designer dens and depart­
ment stores The OrunllC Lounge. which Is part or 
the OlllJ1ge COun!3' Museum or Art, Is dedlcat.ed 
to new media Now showing are the audlovlsual 
llJ~taJlatlons Or Jo.'leph Gtigel,y. who became dear 
as the re~1I1t or a childhood accident., His art Is 
about the communlcallon ban1ers he expenenc­
os as II dellfpel'llOn_ (Until Jan, 6.) 

(3333 Bristol St.. CoslaMesa; 16001 782-68ll8) 
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